
STALKING COMPLAINTS AND
RESTRAINING ORDER

PROCEDURES

Several options are available if someone has
committed a crime against you or caused you
or your family alarm. First, contact the
Corvallis Police Department and explain the
circumstances to a police officer. It may be
appropriate for the officer to take action or
refer you to some other service. The Police
Department may take action through warnings,
referrals to mediation, arrests or
documentation of the circumstances
surrounding your complaint. In addition, there
are processes available that are designed to
prevent any further contact from the subject
who has committed a crime against you or is
causing you alarm. In order to obtain a
restraining order or file a stalking complaint,
certain conditions must exist.  After you
explain the circumstances to the police officer,
s/he will assist you and advise you of available
options.

Restraining orders are designed to protect you
from persons you are related to by blood or
marriage, or with whom you have had a
sexually intimate relationship.  In addition to
this type of relationship, restraining orders
require information that: physical injury has
occurred; an attempted physical injury has
occurred; you are in fear of immediate serious
physical injury; or that you were forced to
engage in sexual relations against your will.

Stalking complaints are designed to protect
you from persons that knowingly alarm or
coerce you, or members of your immediate
family or household, by engaging in repeated

and unwanted contact. No crime may have yet
occurred, however, if it is objectively reasonable
for a person in your situation to have been
alarmed or coerced by the contact and this
repeated and unwanted contact causes you
reasonable apprehension regarding your
personal safety or the safety of a member of your
immediate family or household, a stalking
complaint can be filed.

Restraining orders and stalking complaints are
filed in Benton County Circuit Court.   The phone
number for Circuit Court Domestic Relations is
757-6705. The person filing the complaint is
referred to as the petitioner. The person on whom
the complaint is filed, is called the respondent.
You can obtain a restraining order without filing a
police report.

RESTRAINING ORDERS

There are two requirements for obtaining a
restraining order.

1.  If you were a victim of abuse committed within
180 days preceding the filing of the petition for  a
restraining order in one or more of the following
ways:

 a. You have been physically
injured, or an attempt has been
made to injure you physically.

 b. You have been placed in fear of
immediate and serious bodily
injury.

 c. You have been forced (by actual
force or threat of force) to engage
in sexual relations against your
will.

2.   If you are an adult (18 years of age or
older)  and the abuse was committed

intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly by any
one of the following persons:

 a. A person you are married to, or
a person you used to be
married to.

 b. A person with whom you
presently live with or with
whom you have lived.

 c. A person with whom you have
been involved in a sexually
intimate relationship anytime
within the last two years before
you file the petition.

 d. Adults related to you by blood,
marr iage,  or  adoption,
including in-laws, and other
relatives.

 e. A person not married to you
with whom you have a child
who is unmarried and under 18
years of age.

If you are a Juvenile (age 17 or younger)

 a. A person you are married to, or
used to be married to.

 b. A person with whom you have
been involved in a sexually
intimate relationship.

If you meet the requirements of abuse and
relationship, you can apply for a restraining
order at the Benton County Courthouse, Room
106. Restraining orders are good for one year
but can be renewed each year. Parents may
file for a restraining order on behalf of their
minor children.



AFTER YOU FILE THE PETITION
FOR THE RESTRAINING ORDER

The Circuit Court is required to hold a hearing
on the day you file your petition or the next
day that the court is open for business. There
is no fee for filing a restraining order and no
fee for the hearing. At the hearing the judge
may decide that you are in immediate danger
of further abuse and may issue a restraining
order. What protection the judge orders
depends on the information you request on the
restraining order and the information the judge
receives at the hearing. If the judge issues the
restraining order, the order must be served on
(given to) the respondent. This is done in
person by a Benton County Sheriff’s Deputy.
The respondent has a right to request a
hearing within 30 days. If the respondent
violates the provisions of the restraining order,
the respondent will be arrested.

STALKING COMPLAINTS

Stalking complaints have no requirements as
to having, or having had, a personal
relationship with the offending person. There
are several other requirements to obtain a
stalking complaint.

1. The offending person must knowingly have
contact with you, or someone in your household or
immediate family. Contact with you or your family
includes such actions as following; coming into
visual or physical contact; waiting outside your
home or business; communicating through written
means, a third person, or in person; or damaging:
your home, property, place of work or school. This
contact must be repeated and unwanted. Repeated
means two or more times.
 

2. The contact must cause you alarm or coerce you. 
a.  Alarm means to cause apprehension or
fear resulting from the perception of danger.
b. Coerce means to restrain, compel or

dominate by force or threat.

WHAT TO DO IF YOU FEEL
 YOU ARE BEING STALKED

Although there must be repeated and unwanted
contact, if you feel you are being stalked, report it to
the police. The Corvallis Police Department will
document the contact and, when the criteria is met,
take additional action. The officer may still be able to
take action by another means.

FILING THE STALKING COMPLAINT

Once the criteria is met for filing a stalking complaint,
the police officer will assist you in filling out the Oregon
Uniform Stalking Complaint. A police officer will serve
the complaint citation on the respondent. The
respondent is required to appear in Circuit Court within
three judicial days. You will be notified of the place and
time set for the hearing. You may appear in person or
by telephonic appearance. The judge will make a ruling
whether to issue a Court Protective Order. The order
will bar the respondent from having any contact with
you. If the respondent fails to appear, the court will
immediately issue a warrant for the respondent’s arrest
and enter a court's stalking protective order. If you are
contacted at any time by the respondent, report it to
the police.

This information is intended to provide you with
general information regarding processes
available to you should you desire to seek a
stalking or restraining  order.  It is not intended
to provide legal advice nor address all details of
the process.
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